


In 1265 
Přemysl Otakar II, the 

Czech King, established  
the city of České Budějovice on 

the confluence of the rivers Malše 
and Vltava. Hirzo, the Zvíkov burgrave, 

drew up an ingenious ground plan, linking 
a network of streets to a 133 x 137 m square 

in a  chess-board design. There were built two 
cathedrals and many burgher houses around the 

square, including a town hall. The city fortification 
had towers and three city gates. 

Right after its establishment Č. Budějovice became 
a  strong and economic centre in south Bohemia and  

a supporter of royal power. King Charles IV strengthened 
its privileges in the 14th century and the city was a centre 

of trade and crafts. It also gained more wealth from silver 
mining and mintage in nearby Rudolfov. 

The fortified city stood apart from of the pressures  
of Hussite unrest and its economic expansion did not suffer 

until the period of the Thirty Years’ War and a  large fire in 
the 17th century. The city’s recovery continued for decades 
when it was rebuilt in the Baroque style and its architec-
tural character was transformed. Many ecclesiastical and 
secular structures were built here.

Industrial development in the 19th century meant 
many changes in the area of transport and manufactur-
ing. In 1832 the first horse-driven railway carriage set 
off from Č. Budějovice to Linz. A pencil factory, enam-
elling factory, tobacco factory and breweries were 
also established. Luckily the industrial develop-
ment did not harm the historical city centre.

The 20th century brought far-reaching 
changes in all walks of life. The city has many 
examples of modern architecture of the 
1920s and 1930s. The city with almost 
one hundred thousand people is the seat  
of the University of South Bohemia, many 
vocational schools, scientific institutes,  
a  four-ensemble South-Bohemian thea-
tre, the museum of South Bohemia and 
other private museums and galleries.

Of the major companies there is 
Budějovický Budweiser and Budějovický 
Burgess Brewery (originally Samson), the 
Madeta milk factory, the Koh-i-Noor Hard-
muth and Gama pencil factories, Robert 
Bosch and Motor Jikov engineering works. 

Tourism began to flourish greatly with 
the opening of the border. We have a lot to 
offer to city visitors; not only significant city 
sights but also cultural, sports amusement, 
attractions and shopping opportunities.  
České Budějovice is surrounded by a pictur-
esque countryside of ponds, rivers, forests 
and hills of Blanský les and Novohradské 
Mountains with architectural gems such 
as Hluboká Castle and the municipality of 
Holašovice, part of the UNESCO heritage 

due to its rustic Baroque buildings as 
well as the historical pearl of Český 

Krumlov. You will find that České 
Budějovice is a  friendly and 

hospitable city.
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TOUR No. I

Přemysl Otakar II Square – St. Nicholas Cathedral – 
Black Tower – Kněžská Street – former Church of St. Anna 
– Museum of South Bohemia – South Bohemian Theatre –
Dr. Stejskal Street  

The square of Přemysl Otakar II created a natural city cen-
tre long ago and it witnessed all the most important events. There 
are 48 historical houses around the square and the Town Hall is 
the most important. Its present Baroque appearance dates from 
1727 to 1730 when constructed by builder A. E. Martinelli. Three 
towers enhance the monumental front, from which the middle 
highest one is equipped with a chime installed in 1995. Four al-
legoric sculptures on the Town Hall attic represent burgher virtues: 
Justice, Courage, Wisdom and Caution. The most spectacular room 
inside the building is the ceremonial room containing a  vaulted 
ceiling decorated with a  fresco dating from 1730 depicting the 
biblical Solomon’s Court. 

The Baroque Samson Fountain from the beginning of the 
18th century is situated in the middle of the square. There is 
a sculpture of the biblical Samson fighting a  lion on top. Not far 
from the fountain there is the so called Erratic Boulder marked 
with a cross. There was a scaffold here in the past; today it is linked 
to a legend that whoever steps over the boulder after ten p.m. will 
not find his/her way home and will wander around the city until 
morning …

Let us walk from the square towards the Baroque St. Nicho-
las Cathedral. The cathedral front contains three sculptures of 
St. Wenceslas, the patron saint of Bohemia, St. Nicholas, the pa-
tron saint of the České Budějovice diocese and St. Auratian, the 
patron saint of České Budějovice. The 72-metre tall Black Tower 
is situated next to the cathedral and is popular with visitors for 
its unique view from the tower gallery. The Gothic-Renaissance 
tower was completed in 1577 and served as a bell and guard tow-
er. We will continue to U Černé věže Street where there are two 
buildings worth seeing. One of them is the Gothic-Renaissance 
Wortner’s House - the seat of the South Bohemian art gallery of 
Mikoláš Aleš and the the Secession U Hájičků Shopping Centre 
dating from 1911. We will walk back towards the Black Tower and 
through Hroznová Street to the corner of Kněžská and Kanovnická 
Street, where the Renaissance sgraffito decorated Kneissl’s 
House is situated. The Baroque Chapel of the Agony of the Lord 
which is the Greek Orthodox Church today, is situated opposite. 
Through Kněžská Street we will get to the Concert Hall of Ota-
kar Jeremiáš. Kněžská Street is linked to Dukelská Street, at the 
beginning of which stands the neo-Renaissance building of the 
Museum of South Bohemia, which was opened in 1903. There 
is also the Slavie Cultural Centre built in the same style and the 
Empire style building of the South Bohemian Theatre in its vicin-
ity. A bust of Josef Kajetán Tyl is situated in front and a monument 
of Emmy Destinn on the other side. We will continue around the 
theatre through Dr. Stejskal Street back to the main square.

TOUR No. II

Přemysl Otakar II Square – Krajinská Street – Meat 
Market –Hroznová Street – Piaristická Square – Česká Street 
– Rabenštejn Tower - Panská Street –false Malše channel  – 
Iron Maiden Tower – Biskupská Street 

From Přemysl Otakar II Square we will set off to Krajinská Street, 
where on the corner we find Mallner’s House with its Gothic facade 
features. Puklice’s House with a corner tower is situated on the op-
posite corner. After a while we will come to one of the most signifi-
cant monuments of the city – the former Renaissance style Meat 
Market. Today this is the location of a famous restaurant.

The 1912-13 monumental palace of the Commercial Bank 
built mainly in the Secession style is situated on the corner of 
Krajinská and Hroznová Streets. Other houses in Krajinská Street 
have mainly Classical facades with a  Renaissance or Gothic core. 
The 16th century Renaissance Zátka’s House, the birthplace of 
JUDr. August Zátka, a former leading local politician and patriot, is 
worth mentioning.

We will walk through a part of Hroznová Street and get to Piaris-
tické Square which is the location of such architectural gems as the 
Dominican Monastery and the Church of the Virgin Mary of 
1265 mainly built in the Gothic style. The monastery is surrounded 
by a garden, which contains Baroque sculptures by Josef Dietrich. 
The monastery’s “White Tower” was built in the mid 15th century.

Another important monument is the former city Armoury with 
a stepped Gothic gable, which served also as a corn and Salt Silo. 
Behind it is a polygonal bastion, a former part of the city’s fortifica-
tion. 

From Piaristické Square we will get to Česká Street, where we 
will be able to see the well-preserved arcades of the burgher hous-
es. At the end of the street we will turn left and come to Rabenštejn 
Tower, also a part of the former city’s fortification. From the tower 
we will walk through Panská Street, where a  Gothic timbered 
house is preserved inside house no. 14.

From Panská Street we will walk around the reconstructed Front 
and Back Mill to the embankment of the false Malše channel and 
we can see Sokolský Island with its Sokol Hall, a swimming pool 
and other places of amusement and sport across the river.

We will continue along the channel and part of the preserved 
city’s fortification, behind which is the inaccessible bishop’s garden 
with Otakarka Tower. A little bit further on there is another forti-
fication tower called Iron Maiden, dating from the 14th century.

From the Iron Bridge in the vicinity we can see the confluence 
of the rivers Malše and Vltava. Háječek Park with the building of the 
Observatory and Planetarium starts on the left. The building of 
the Palace of Justice as well as two sculptures – St. John of Nepo-
muk and the Virgin Mary of Budějovice, the patron saint of the city, 
are situated on Zátka’s embankment behind the bridge.

We will walk from the bridge through Biskupská Street, where 
we will be able to see the Baroque Bishop’s Residence – the seat 
of the Bishop and the České Budějovice diocese.

If we turn left on the corner of Biskupská Street, we will get to 
Česká Street with the remains of a the Salt Silo – one of the monu-
ments of the horse-driven railway. Another monument here is the 
Classical Nissl’s House on the corner of Piaristická Street, where 
a personal ticket office, a platform and offices were situated.


