The history

Our town hall was first mentioned in 1387. 
The first town hall was built on the corner of Radniční and Biskupská Streets, i.e. in the same position as St. Nicolas’s Church on the opposite side of the square. No more information is available about when it was built and what it looked like.

During the reigh of the king and emperor Charles IV the town received great privileges, which accelerated the town’s econoic growth. Due to this fact, Budějovice became a commercial center of Southern Bohemia. For this reason it was necessary to build a new town hall, which would represent the town’s wealth and prominent status.
 In 1555 the original town hall and also the next house were partly pulled down and the construction of the new one, the renaissance town hall with a massive corner tower (with a clock), solid jagged gable facing the plaza and the arched attic of the tower, began. The actual construction had three stories and it was designed by Hans Spatz, an Italian master-builder. The building was completed three years later. As with other houses, the town hall also had an arcade.

The town hall was damaged by fires in 1641 and 1655 and as early in 1720 its complete reconstruction, this time in the baroque style, was considered. The aldermen requested a project from Anton Erhardt Martinelli, an Italian living in Vienna, who had been the court architect of Adam Frank, prince of Schwarzenberg from the early twenties to the early thirties. On the 8th of March 1727 the gradual demolition and reconstuction of the town hall started and the works were competed in July of 1730. The work was executed by Pavel Kolečný from Třeboň. 

The use of the renaissance masonry at the town  hall corner and in the peripheral masonry of Radniční street was proved  by the discovery of graffito plasters at the second floor level on the basis of performed probes. The area has been modified a few times, for instance the back wing and the galleries in 1825, and the houses was renovated for the requirements of the regional law court including prison cells in the backyard. 
The main building of the town hall complex is prevailingly in the states of the 1906 renovation. The area of the town hall has been lent to judicial offices free of charge for nearly half a century. Also the adjoining of the house U tří korun to the town hall took place. The original building was rebuilt. At present the town chancery is on the ground floor.

There were shops temporarily located on the ground floor of the house U tří korun. On the ground floor of the town hall a Southern Bohemian radio transmitter started broadcasting at the end of World War II and during the liberation of the town.

Previously all the town offices were concentrated in the town hall, which is no longer the case. The administration was extended during the German occupation, and especially in 1945 and 1948.

On the basis of the public architectonic competition in 1997, a team of architects of Michal Kohout and Zdeněk Jiran was commissioned to prepare a design on completing of the new town hall wing.

The courtyard
A) The sculpture of JUDr. August Zátka

The sculpture of JUDr. August Zátka (1847 – 1935) a lawyer and politician of České Budějovice, a leading representative of the local Czech population in the period of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. He was present in the inception of a few remarkable Czech plants in our town: the joint-stock brewery, the enamel works, the screw factory and others. The originaly monument was unveiled in front of the town hall on the square of České Budějovice on the 28th of September 1936, where it remained, however, for only three years. After the Nazi invasion the statue was removed and later on it was melted down int military material. Only a two-third-scale bronze casting of the original sculpture (215 cm), made in 1936, was preserved. At first it decorated the foyer of the savings bank in České Budějovice, then it became a part of the collection of the Southern Bohemian gallery in Hluboká nad Vltavou. On the 22nd of August 2000 it was unveiled here, in the courtyard of the newly reconstructed  town hall.

B) The well 

Probably originated at the beginning of 14th century as a source of drinkable and utility water. Wells were a very important piece of equipment of the majority of urban plots. The walls prevailingly had stone, occasionally wooden, facings. Due to the facts that underground water in České Budějovice does not reach a very deep level, the majority of wells are no deeper than 4 m. The wells, later serving as waste pits, provided remarkable collections of discoveries for the study of medieval culture: numerous sets of ceramic utensils, hollow glass fragments and also many wood and leather findings.

C) Original spouts of Samson fountain

On the courtyard 4 spouts of  Samson fountain are situated  too. Original spouts were created by Josef Dietrich from Salzburg limestone. On Přemysl Otakar II. square we can found Samson fountain – this is only copy by Ivan Tlášek.
D) The lookout tower 
This lookout tower is 35 m high, it was built in 2000. There is very nice view of the town České Budějovice and it is possible to see Kleť – the highestpeak of the Blanský forest.
On the roof

E) The chimes 
This systém of bells was installed in the middle tower to honour the 730th anniversary celebration of the founding of the town on the 6th of October 1995. It plays selected melodies four times a day. The chimes were manufactured by Rudolf Perner s.r.o., a bell company originally from Passau, which the founder and other representatives operated in České Budějovice in 1772 – 1945.

The chimes consist of 18 bells of 8 – 60 kg weight, the total weight is 376 kg. It can play up to 40 tunes scheduled according to the time of day and season. The melody repertoire changes during the year; it is modified at Christmas time, Easter time and during traditional celebrations. The student song Gaudeamus igitur, Saint Wenceslas, Hussite chorales and state anthem were also recorded. The compositions are rotated as necessary.

F) Copies of  4 sculptures 

On the roof you can see copies of  4 sculptures. They were made by Ivan Tlášek Justice, Bravery, Wisdom and Prudence.

The original sculptures are found on the 1. floor of the town hall.
1. floor

G) Statues
Allegories of the human virtues Justice, Fortitude, Wisdom and Prudence. The statues are original works by a local sculptor Josef Ditrich (1677 – 1753); they adorned the roof parapet of the historical Town Hall for 250 years. The statues were carved from Solnhofen shell limestone in 1727 – 1730. It is of interest that in order to stress justice in all circumstances, with seeing eyes and knowing the consequences of each and every decision, the sculptor did not give the statue of Justice the usual ribbon over the eyes. After the reconstruction of the historical Town Hall, the statues on the roof parapet of the Town Hall were replaced with replicas made by a sculptor from České Budějovice, Ivan Tlášek. 

In front of the Ceremonial hall
H) The tapestry of České Budějovice
In font of the Ceremonial hall is the well known wall tapestry of České Budějovice by Cyril Bouda, an academic artist, from the year 1951, which was woven in Jindřichův Hradec. This tapestry was meant to be in praise of the town on the river confluence and was exhibited several times, also abroad.

In front of the town hall
I) The Vienna elbow

The Vienna elbow walled up by the left entrance of the Town Hall arcade of the 16th century was the public model of the market measurement unit. It is an extraordinary sight. The Czech elbow measures 0.5939 m; the Vienna one measures 0.777 m. 
J) The memorial plate of  T. G. Masaryk

There is a memorial plate, marking the first entry of T. G. Masaryk, the president and liberator on the grounds of the new liberated country on the 20th of December 1918, when he was returning through Horní Dvořiště and České Budějovice to Prague after emigrating.

K) The symbol of the town of České Budějovice

There is a large three-dimensional symbol of the town of České Budějovice above the middle window, as the gift of Ferdinand III. From the middle of the 17thcentury. 
